
 

Preparing to Launch a Next Gen Sector Partnership 
 
This worksheet is designed to help teams think through key actions, roles and responsibilities 
for creating new sector partnerships. 
  

1. Have we built a sector support team?  
o Do key stakeholders in our region (from education, workforce development and 

economic development) recognize how sector partnership(s) can act as the shared 
table where they can work with businesses from a targeted sector, understand their 
needs, and collaborate with other public partners to develop responsive and 
coordinated solutions?  

o Are we willing to agree on at least one sector through which we can begin 
experimenting and operating via this shared table approach (vs. operating via 
multiple independent employer engagement efforts)? 

o Have we agreed on clear roles and responsibilities on the sector support team? Who 
is the lead “convener” or “co-convener”? 

 

2. Have we defined the scope of industry focus?  
o Has our regional team jointly agreed on which industry sectors merit our collective 

action in launching a sector partnership? Did we use LMI data, combined with our 
on-the-ground knowledge about industries, to make these selections? Which sector is 
first? Or next?  

o Will the scope of our partnership make sense to business and industry? Will 
businesses likely share common opportunities and challenges? Does the geographic 
scope we’ve identified follow the footprint of the industry? (Beware of falling into the 
trap of scoping your partnership around jurisdictional boundaries or service areas if 
they aren’t likely to make sense to business).  

 
3. Who are our business champions who could sign an invitation letter and/or host 

the first launch meeting? 
o Who are or could be business chairs, individuals who could help convene other sector 

employers for a launch meeting? Remember to focus on ‘civic entrepreneurs’; a 
certain kind of leader who not only has decision-making authority at his or her 
business but who also understands that the long-term success of his/her company is 
linked to the broader prosperity of the community. 

 

4. Who are or could be employer participants that would be invited to a launch 
meeting?  
o Which sub-sectors, and which employers within those sub-sectors, should be invited? 
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Next Steps 
 
Target Sector: __________________________________________ 
 
Action Timeline Who’s Committed? 
1. Reach out to potential business 

champions and recruit champions to 
sign invitation letter/host launch 
meeting 

  

2. Build invitation list of employers 
from target sector 

  

3. Send out invitation and conduct 
follow up phone calls 

  

Other? 
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Terms of Use for Next Generation Logo and Toolkit 
 

All content in the Next Gen toolkit is free for use, with attribution. We created this toolkit because of growing 
demand for practical tools and guidance from practitioners and business leaders across the country looking to 

build authentic, business-driven partnerships. We don’t make money off our materials. We share them freely in 
order to grow the field of Next Generation Sector Partnerships. So, seriously. Use our stuff. Here are rules we ask 

you to follow in return:  
 

● Give full attribution via the intact Next Gen name and logo on all materials used and shared. The Next Gen 
Sector Partnership name and title and/or logo must also only be used for official Next Gen materials and 

shall not be used on materials created by other entities.  
 

● Join the Next Gen Community of Practice to connect and share with other practitioners across the 
country. Sign up for our mailing list and send us a note at info@nextgensectorpartnerships.com to let us 

know you’ve found the Toolkit valuable. We’d appreciate knowing how you’ve used it.  
 

● Consider contributing financially to the Institute of Networked Communities, the organization behind the 
Next Gen Community of Practice. Your donation supports the continued development of Next Gen tools 

and resources.  
 

The Next Gen Sector Partnership Community of Practice is an initiative of the Institute for Networked Communities 
(INC), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. INC’s mission is to build stronger, more inclusive economies by activating 

public-private networks around a shared commitment to place. All rights to the Next Gen Sector Partnership 
toolkit content are reserved by INC. 
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